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Data extraction 
 

The references of articles identified from the systematic review were compiled in Endnote©.  
PDFs were sourced from the National Drug and Alcohol Research Centre’s library and the 
University of New South Wales library.  As PDFs were read, relevant information was 
highlighted using Adobe Acrobat 8 Professional© and entered into a Microsoft Access 
database©. 

A tri-level Microsoft Access© database was designed to accommodate the illicit drugs data. 
Parameters to be included in the database were influenced by the mental disorders Microsoft 
Access© database, although additional variables related to illicit drug data were also included 
(see Appendix I for screen shots of database). As well as allowing for multiple parameters to be 
entered for a single data source the Illicit Drugs database has an added feature that allows 
computerised cross-checking of data entered by two researchers for the same data source. The 
cross-checking feature highlights and keeps count records of differences in entries by two 
researches.  These differences may then be consolidated. A random sample of data sources was 
cross-checked to ensure consistency and accuracy of data extraction. 

Quality assurance is also built into the database by using drop down boxes and forced entry of 
characters when relevant. Data entry was standardised by use of a manual, containing data 
entry rules.  

Queries were written to export complete datasets from the database into Microsoft Excel©. 
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Appendix I 
 

Illicit Drug Use/Dependence Microsoft Access© database for collation of data 
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