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Limiting Criteria

1. Limiting criteria (based on search):
- Medline, Psychinfo and Embase
databases

- search string

2. Limiting criteria (based on title of
reference):

- Must be epi study

- must be humans

- must include diagnosis of disorder

3. Limiting criteria (based on abstract):

- Must be primary data

- Must appear to contain a required
estimate

- Must not be an overly exclusive
sample

- Must include diagnosis of a disorder

4. Limiting criteria (based on full text):
- Confirmation of 3. especially presence

of appropriate estimate

5. Limiting criteria (based on paper &
data quality):

- Must be representative of national
population

‘ Determine search string.
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Database search:
Medline (via CSA)

and Psychinfo [EibEED

Database search:

]
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- Download relevant references into

Endnote library.

4

Create other endnote libraries (eg. not
epi, sample too narrow) and drag non-
required references into “trash” libraries.

4

Obtain pdf copy of each remaining
paper, file in dedicated folder and link
pdf to endnote.

4

For each paper, print a summary sheet.
Extract all necessary data, record on
summary sheet and file paper according
to predetermined coding system.

4

Enter data from summary sheets into
access database.

v
If other sources of primary data are
mentioned, scan that paper's

bibliography and add relevant
references to existing collection.

Run query of acless database to
determine if reliable data is missing for
any region/sex/age group.

:

Grey literature — approach expert group
for any outstanding sources of data not
found through literature review.

Review quality of study & data.
Determine which to be included in
dataset and which to be discluded
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Flowchart of systematic search protocol

Record total no. of
references found.

Record number (#).of
references
remaining.

Record # of
references in each
‘trash’ library and add
to flowchart

Record # and 'sources
of additional
references and add
to flowchart

Record # of final
sources of primary
data and add to
flowchart



