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Determine search strings

Database search: 
Medline, EMBASE

& PsycInfo

Grey literature 
search via the 

internet, using grey 
literature databases 
and search enginesImport  relevant 

references into 
Endnote

Create Endnote 
libraries for each 
exclusion criteria 
and file references 

accordingly as 
abstracts are read 
and data sources 

culled

Exclusion criteria:
Not focused on drug 
type & parameter of 
interest, not  primary 

data, not general 
population & within 
timeframe of interest

Obtain PDFs for 
included articles

Endnote library for 
grey literature 

references

Obtain PDFs for 
included grey 

literature

Combine included peer reviewed articles and 
grey literature data sources into one final 

Endnote library

Read each included article/data 
source, highlighting text in PDF 

and extracting data into 
Microsoft Access database. 
Duplicate data excluded.

Additional data sources sourced from reference 
lists of review articles and added to final Endnote

List of references from final Endnote emailed to 
experts for comment on missing data. Additions 

made to final Endnote.

Run query on Microsoft Access database to 
export complete dataset to Microsoft Excel

Cross 
check a 
random 
sample

Search for any evidence of use data for countries 
with missing data

Duplicate data
Reports of the same 

study

GBD2005 Illict Drugs Group 
Flowchart of systematic search protocol

 
 


